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A SELECTIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY ON 
NOMADISM IN THE SAHELO-SAHARIAN and SAHELO-SUDANIAN ZONES 
With nomads threatened on 
all sides by drought and 
sedentaries, and with so-called 
development which too often 
is inappropriate and some- 
times actually dishonest, we 
have thought it useful to com- 
pile a list of publications re- 
lating to pastoralism and 
nomadism in  the Sahelo-Sa- 
harian and Sahelo-Sudanian 
zones, bu t  excluding the 
technical aspects of range 
management, in the hope that 
Michel B a u e r ”  and Edmond Bernus** 
Michel Baumer 
such a compilation will be useful to an increasing number 
of research workers now taking an interest in the past, 
present, and future of these poorest among the poor. It 
will be useful, however, only if it draws attention to the 
fact that while much is known about nomads, little is 
done for them. Our conviction, deriving from personal 
experience in the areas encompassed by this listing, is 
based on the need for concerned governments to help 
nomads preserve their cultural and historic identification 
while becoming equal partners in development with the 
sedataries. Surely this would serve the establishmnet of the 
much talked of New International Economic Order. 
In this complex situation relating to the problems of 
pastoralism and nomadism in the area defined in our 
compilation, we follow Oxby (1975) for a definition of the 
term “pastoral”: ‘ I .  . .people whose main livelihood is 
herding, or at least was until development projects 
affected them.” In this definition, “development” is used 
in its common sense meaning and not in the context as 
stated by Lehret***: ‘ l .  . .De- 
velopment for a population 
and for the sub-populations 
which comprises it is the series 
of passage at the fastest 
possible speed and the lowest 
possible cost, from a less 
human to a more human 
condition of life.” 
“Nomads” is also used here 
in the sense given by Oxby 
(Ibid. ): “ . . .people for whom 
constant mobility is an integral 
part of making a livelihood in “ o n d ~ m u s  
areas where there are not enough resources to stay in one 
place.” Our understanding of the term, and the way in 
which we have interpreted it in this compilation, includes 
the true nomads, semi-nomads, transhumants, and 
semi- transhumants. 
The nearly 350 citations which follow have been 
arranged, after a general section, on a regional basis: 
A. Nomadism in the Sahelo-Saharian and Sahelo- 
B. Mauritania and Senegal 
C. Mali and Upper Volta 
D. Niger, Nigeria, and the southern Algerian Sahara 
E. Chad and the Sudan 
Sudanian zones 
This classification is not intended to be absolute. When 
the same title, for instance, refers to several countries, it is 
usually found in the section of the countries most 
concerned and is not repeated in other sections. 
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